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EO 1 1652 N A 
TAGS EAIR, AS 

SUB J : CIV AIR: VICTORIAN GOVT GRANTS PERMISSION 

FOR 18 MONTH SERIES OF CONCORDE PROVING FLIGHTS 
TO MELBOURNE 

1 . OVERRIDING OBJECTIONS OF STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AUTHORITY, VICTORIAN PREMIER HAMER GAVE 
APPROVAL (ON FEB 9) TO BRITISH AIRWAYS PROPOSED 
THRICE-WEEKLY LONDON-MELBOURNE CONCORDE SERVICE, NOW 
SCHEDULED TO START EARLY 1977 WITH INTERMEDIATE STOPS 
AT BAHRAIN AND SINGAPORE. VICTORIA'S DECISION CLEARS 
WAY FOR FINAL COMMONWEALTH GOVT DECISION ON SERIES 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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2. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: STATE AND LOCAL 
MELBOURNE GOVT LEADERS, AS WELL AS BRITISH CONGEN 
STAFF, EXPECT NO DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING FEDERAL 
GOVT APPROVAL FOR FLIGHTS, AND SEE EARLY 

1977 - OR, POSSIBLY, LATE 1976 - AS EFFECTIVE 
BEGINNING OF CONCORDE COMMERICAL SERVICE TO 
AUSTRALIA. BRITISH MINIMIZE POSSIBILITY OF 
DIFFICULTIES IN OBTAINING CONCORDE OVERFLIGHT 
RIGHTS OVER INDIA, APPARENTLY CRUCIAL AND IN VIEW 
OF AIRCRAFT'S LIMITED FUEL CAPACITY, AND 
DISCOUNT POTENTIAL QUOTE TROUBLEMAKING UNQTE 
CAPACITY OF ARDENT AUSTRALIAN CONSERVATIONISTS 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS. 

3. COMMENT: VICTORIAN DECISION OBVIOUSLY TIED 

TO RECENT USG APPROVAL OF LIMITED CONCORDE FLIGHTS 
TO US. AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH GOVT 
APPROVAL FOR SERIES OF PROVING FLIGHTS SEEMS 
LIKELY, THOUGH IMPACT OF ANTI-CONCORDE PRESSURE 
GROUPS MAY NOT BE AS MINIMAL AS BRITISH CONGEN 
STAFF BELIEVE. LONGER RANGE QUESTIONS OF CONCORDE'S 
ECONOMIC VIABILITY ON LONDON-MELBOURNE 
ROUTE, ITS POSSIBLE INABILITY TO MEET AUSTRALIAN 
NOISE AND EMISSION STANDARDS, AND POTENTIAL 
DIFFICULTIRES IN OBTAINING RIGHTS FOR SUPERSONIC 
OVERFLIGHTS OF LAND AREAS, PARTICULARLY IN INDIA, 
CANNOT BE FORECAST WITH ACCURACY, THOUGH FIRST 
(ECONOMIC) FACTOR MAY PROVE EVENTUALLY TO BE 
OVERRIDING CONSIDERATION. AT THIS STAGE, IT 
SEEMS LIKELY THAT MELBOURNE WILL BECOME 
CONCORDE DESTINATION IN EASTERN HEMISPHERE, AND 
TERMINUS OF LONGEST PROJECTED CONCORDE ROUTE. END 
LOU. 
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